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Late consequences of pancreatic trauma

• Pseudocysts

• Post-traumatic pancreatitis

• Pancreatic fistulae

• Abscesses

• Pancreatic strictures

• Peritonitis

• Gastro-intestinal bleeding

• Endocrine/exocrine insufficiency

• Pseudoaneurysms

• Splenic vein thrombosis
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CASE 1: GIRL, 8 YEARS OLD

Cause: Bicycle handlebar injury

• D4: Clinical deterioration -> referral to UZ Gent

• D6:  MRCP: laceration of pancreatic tissue, two pseudocysts compressing the stomach

• Lipase: 3007 U/I

• US: Limited free fluid recto-uterine pouch

• CT: Multiple clefts between pancreatic head and neck: AAST grade II

Initial treatment: 3 days nil per os

Diagnostics: Emergency ward peripheral hospital

Clinical evolution
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CASE 1



Treatment: nil per os, antibiotics, octreotide

• D9: Discharge
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CASE 2: MALE, 43 YEARS OLD

Cause: Motor vehicle accident

Diagnostics Emergency ward UZ Gent

• Lipase: 317 U/I

• FAST: Free fluid in the abdomen

• CT: Grade II liver hematoma segment II and IVb, contusion of the pancreatic head without clear margins around the 

Wirsung, fluid around mesenteric vessels and aorta, thickening of the duodenum

• AAST grade I

• MRCP: contusion of the pancreatic head without laceration of the Wirsung

• Persisting need for fluid resuscitation……
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CASE 2: MALE, 43 YEARS OLD





Soreide et al. HPB 2018



• Management of these patients depends strongly on both clinical
condition and classification of trauma, as well as associated injuries

• In pediatric patients more isolated pancreatic injuries

• Endoscopy is the best initial option if clinical condition allows and
expertise is present

• Damage control principles certainly apply to pancreatic trauma.

Conclusion
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